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NEED TO  KNOW 
Netezza Doubles Performance Through Addition to FAST 
Engines Framework

Netezza Corp. has announced the addition of a Compress 
Engine that doubles the performance of its enterprise-class 
streaming analytic appliance. The improvement is achieved 
through a patent-pending algorithm that increases performance 
while decreasing data footprint. This performance gain follows the 
announcement earlier this year of Release 4 of its Netezza 
Performance Server (NPS) appliance, which delivered a doubling 
of performance through software, with no increase in price, 
hardware footprint or power and cooling requirements.  

“Release 4 was the software release that we announced at the 
end of the summer. That is the current version that is out in the 
product, and deployed among a lot of our customers. That was a 
doubling of performance without any hardware changes or any 
kind of a need to upgrade in any way from a hardware 
perspective,” Ellen Rubin, vice president of marketing at Netezza, 
told 5 Minute Briefing. With this announcement, the company is 
announcing the Compress Engine, which will be coming out in 
May 2008, as a feature in the NPS product family “to enable a 
doubling of performance and also a more efficient use of data 
space and storage,” she noted.  
   
Netezza's streaming architecture is built on the FPGA-
Accelerated Streaming Technology (FAST) Engines framework, 
which consists of several analytic functions that are programmed 
and customized at run-time in the FPGA to deliver performance 
advantages and enhanced capabilities for the NPS system. With 
the Compress Engine, Netezza adds its latest FAST Engine to 
the framework, doubling query performance through a software 
enhancement to the NPS appliance. Employing a patent-pending 
method for compiling columnar data in all tables of the database, 
the NPS system will be able to compress the data to use disk 
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TDWI World 
Conference in Las 

Vegas, February 17-22 
 

The TDWI World Conference in 
Las Vegas brings together leading 

industry visionaries to deliver a 
unique program of cutting-edge 
business intelligence and data 
warehousing education, best 

practices, one-on-one consulting, 
peer networking, certification, and 
product demos. At the conference 

you can take advantage of new 
and updated courses, improve 

business/IT working relationships, 
gain practical knowledge that you 
can apply immediately, and share 

best practices and lessons 
learned. Register today for 
the TDWI World Conference in 

Las Vegas. 
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much more effectively and greatly increase query performance as 
data streams from the disk.  
 
As data is loaded, inserted or updated into the NPS appliance it is 
automatically compressed into a compiled format, column-by-
column, with the original data replaced by the Compress Engine 
"instruction set" for decompilation. Then, as this data is read from 
the disk during query operations, the Compress Engine reads its 
instruction set and reassembles the original data as it streams 
from the disk, effectively doubling the streaming data rate. For 
more information, go here. 

 
AB OUT US  
 
Database Trends and Applications is the leading monthly 
publication providing corporate information projects teams with 
timely coverage of the technology, intelligence and insight needed 
to conceptualize, plan, initiate, implement and manage large-
scale, integrated information-rich projects. Building on its long 
tradition within the multivalue and multidimensional database 
market, Database Trends and Applications now addresses the full 
range of enterprise information issues, including operational, 
transactional, and analytical systems.  

Keep Getting This Newsletter 
 
Don't let future editions of 5 Minute Briefing: Data Integration get 
lost. Take a moment to add the newsletter's address to your anti-
spam white list: dataintegration@dbta.com. If you're not sure 
how to do that, ask your administrator or ISP. Or check your anti-
pam utility's documentation. Thanks. s 

Download white papers, technical 
documents, and data sheets 

regarding EnterpriseDB Advanced 
Server and PostgreSQL here. 

 

 

Real-Time and ETL: 
When Opposites 

Attract (On-Demand 
Web Seminar)

To integrate data into the data 
warehouse more than once a 

day, companies are evaluating 
more frequent batch processes or 
real-time, continuous integration 

using change data capture (CDC) 
technologies. By viewing this 45-

minute recorded presentation, 
attendees will learn about live 

customer implementations where 
ETL and real-time CDC 

technology from GoldenGate 
Software combine to deliver 
easily deployed solutions for 

fresher data. 

Click for details and to 
view!

 

 

New Information 
Management Software 

Services Web Site!  
 

IBM Information Management 
Software Services has launched a 
new website featuring a concise 

layout to help you quickly find 
what you need in Services 
offerings for Data Servers, 

Enterprise Content Management, 
and Information Platform & 

Solutions. Check out what 
IBM Software Services has 

to offer today!
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